
 

BERA TEAM VISITS WESTCORE TO SEE 
RESTORATION TREATMENTS FIRST-HAND 

 
BERA researchers and representatives from the Government of 
Alberta took an informative tour of Westcore Contracting’s 
restoration-treatment area near Fox Creek in February.  Read 
about our frosty experience.  

 

The BERA team welcomes new 
researcher Apporv Saini (PhD 
student) to the Humans and Wildlife 
team. 

BERA thanks everyone who was able 
to join us at the BERA Stakeholder 
Engagement Workshop in Calgary on 
December 9th.  The workshop  was a 
huge success!  

You can find a program with project-
update links, photos and recordings 
are available here. 

New Publications: 
• Lincoln's sparrow (Melospiza 

lincolnii) increases singing rate in 
areas with chronic industrial noise 

 

Winter 2023 

Colleen Sutheimer is a PhD student at the University of  
Alberta and a key part of the Vegetation Team. She  
spent years working for state and federal agencies in  
the Northern Great Plains. Colleen’s research relates to  
modelling growth trajectories on seismic lines and  
assessing relative effectiveness of restoration strategies.  
Outside of her research, Colleen enjoys hiking, birding,  
fishing, live music, and searching for fire-scarred trees. 
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Alberta’s legacy seismic lines need restoration actions, but the sheer volume of lines on the 
landscape is daunting.  Part of the challenge involves distinguishing lines that require active 
treatments from those that can be left for natural.  Wildfire is the dominant disturbance agent in 
the boreal forest and can be an effective promoter of natural restoration in the right situations. 
 
BERA researchers have previously published on the topic of wildfire effects on natural tree growth 
in jack pine forests and treed peatlands. Here, they tackle mesic upland forests. The work shows 
that tree regeneration density is 65% higher on burnt lines than on unburnt lines in this ecosite 
type, and that fires can effectively “erase” lines from the surrounding matrix. However, even 
unburnt lines in the study demonstrated high rates of natural regeneration. This suggests that 
most lines in mesic upland forests can be effectively left for natural. These findings could help 
prioritize limited restoration dollars to more challenging ecosite types. 
 
To read the peer-reviewed articles behind this research, click here.  
 
Click here to download a copy of the infographic. 
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